Visual Paradigm Tutorial
Communicate Software Design using PostMania

Visual Paradigm

4

Communicate Software Design using PostMania
Written Date : August 24, 2016

PostMania is a tool that helps your team communicate with each other. By using PostMania, team
members can post messages or questions on diagrams, or even on a specific shape in a diagram.
Other team members will be notified and can reply accordingly.

The use of PostMania offers several benefits. First, the conversation between team members is

all centered around the diagram, or even a specific shape, which ensures that communication is
unambiguous. Second, the post messages are kept with the project, which provides a way for team
members to trace back important discussions. Finally, team members can post and reply not only in
Visual Paradigm but also in any web browser, allowing them to respond to questions anytime and
anywhere.

Preparation

To avoid messing up your production data, we have prepared a project file for you to walk through
this tutorial. Please download the project file Content Management System.vpp and ask your server
administrator to import it into the server. At the end of this tutorial, you can ask the administrator to
delete the project file from the server.

This tutorial will show you how two team members can communicate with each other using
PostMania. Therefore, some steps will be performed by another team member who also has read and
commit permissions for the Content Management System project. We suggest you ask a teammate to
work with you to complete this tutorial.

Enabling PostMania on a Project
To use PostMania on a project, an administrator must enable the 'PostMania’ option for that project in
Visual Paradigm Online ("VP Online") or Teamwork Server, depending on your team's hosting option.

1. Loginto VP Online/Teamwork Server as an administrator in a web browser.
2. Open the Projects tab at the top of the page.

3. From the project list, select the Content Management System project. We assume that you
have already imported the sample project to the server as instructed in the previous section. If
not, please read the previous section again.

4.  On the right-hand side, click on the PostMania tab.
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5. Check Enable PostMania. If it has already been checked, just keep it as is.

Members B Projects System
Projects of this repository
Add Project
Edit Project Revisions PostMania (On) [Delete]

Project Name Rev. PM

9| AM-Headlines 1 v # Enable PostMania [7] Re-generate thumbnails

9 ATM 1+ Enable Bulk Share

Viewer invitation is not available on this server. [Enable]
9 Aifare 1 v
: Viewers
9 Android Phone Wireframes 1 v
Name

9| Android Tablet Wireframes 1 v

9| Body Check 1 v

9| Car Maintenance 1 v

9 Computer Sales 1 v

9| Content Management 1 v

B Content Management System 1

9| Customer Service System (Railway 1 v

9| Decision Tables 1 v

9| Distilled Water Delivery 1 v

9| Employee Record 1 v

9 Employee Records Management 1 v 2

The wab based PostMania requires any of the following browsers:
1-150f46 * A IEQ+, Firefox 4.0+, Safari 5.0+, Chrome 5.0+ and Opera 9.5+
[Import Project with Revisions]
[ Save J Cancel
Project is saved

6. Click Save.

Posting a Discussion Topic

Developers who want to raise a design issue can post a discussion topic in PostMania. Posts can be
made about a specific diagram or shape. Typically, a post is made to clarify design issues ("Are you
sure?"), request a change ("Please revise this part"), or ask for an action ("Please implement this."),
etc.

In this section, you will create a post in PostMania asking your teammate to revise the database
design.

1. Start Visual Paradigm.
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2. Open the Content Management System project from the server. You can open a project by
selecting Project > Open from the application toolbar.

€ Open Project X

| @ VP Teamwork Server || B Local File System || i/ Links | |search. B ||z|

[

[Content Management System AM-Headlines Airfare
Today

Android Phone Wireframes  Android Tablet Wireframes Body Check

3. Open the Entity Relationship Diagram (ERD) named CMS. Assume you are a developer
programming a function and you find that the "Post" entity is missing a column required for
storing the post's content. You will need to request that the database designer revise the design
and the database schema.

C Member

>
L‘E" d in10) f _____________ \
name varchar(255) [}f]

>
d Comment 0
i id int(11)
[N | B Postid  int(11)
IN| s Authorid  int{10)
N| 5] content  varchar(zs5) [}
( PostTag C Tag 0
C 0 T Postid  in(11) i id int(11)
PosLC i N Tagid  inf11) [l name  varchar(255) IIJJ
2 Postid intf11) [(lname  vamchar255) [§]
* Categoryid  in(11) (] filepath  varchar(255) [}
S Postid  int(11)
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4.  Open the action bar by clicking the tiny button on the right-hand side of the diagram.

T
int(11)
varchar(255)

Tutorial

5. Click on PostMania Topic Pane on the action bar. On the right-hand side of the diagram, you

will see the PostMania Topic Pane, where discussion topics and content are listed.

L

.
N

PostMania Topic Pane

6. Select the Post entity.

ya v 3
| id int{11)
B Authorid int{10) %
[F] titie varchar(255) [ O
datePublished date IN|
active blob IN|
u L L LI :ﬂ:b'l
+ T +

7. Click on New Topic at the bottom of the pane.

https://lwww.visual-paradigm.com/tutorials/communicate-software-design.jsp

Page 4 of 10



Visual Paradigm Tutorial
Communicate Software Design using PostMania

8. Atthe top of the PostMania Topic Pane, select your teammate to notify in the To field.

To

dal

David %

9. Change the subject from Post to Column missing in the Post table.

Ta

David x|,

Subject

Column missing in the Post table|

Enter message

10. Enter the post message: There should be an attribute for storing the post content. Please correct
the design and the schema.

To

David = s

Subject

Column missing in the Post table

Enter message

There should be an attribute for storing the post
content. Please correct the design and the
schema.|
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11. Click Post at the bottom of the PostMania Topic Pane.

=

= &

Replying to a Post
When someone makes a post, you can reply if you have any comments about what they said. In this
section, your teammate will correct the database design and reply to the post.

1.  Ask your teammate to open the Content Management System project from the server. You
should see the number 1 appear at the top right of the project thumbnail in the Open Project
window. This represents the number of unread posts in PostMania.

e Open Project X

| @ VP Teamwork Server || I Local File System || ' Links | |search... |

IContent Management System Airfare
Today

Android Phone Wireframes  Android Tablet Wireframes Body Check

2. You should also see a natification. Click on the Notification icon at the bottom right of the status
bar.

—— P 0stMania Notification (1) J
2
Le
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3. You will be brought to the PostMania page. The posts created for you are listed on the left.

[®-] PostMania ~ Overview

ﬂ David Number of new updates:
]
Folowed

Column missing in the Post table

2 C] @

The number of unread topics from The number of unread topics from

which you are curently followed. which you are the redpient.

Shared

The number of notfications based on

the diagrams shared with you.

4.  Click on the post to open it.

5.  The post will be shown on the right. You can reply at the bottom of the screen, but let's open the

diagram to check the problem in detail. Click Open at the top right corner.

Column missing in the Post table

Andrew

There should be an attribute for storing the post content. Please correct the design and the schema.
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6. The ERD will open with the Post entity automatically selected, and the post message will be

displayed.
. 4 Column missing in the Post table
i
-
: There should be an attrbute for
(o storng the post content. Please
B cormrect the design and the
schema,
-t [y ®
B
wood
=
i
|
B
G
=
C
[
Folow
v ¢ > &

7. Let's correct the design. Add a column named content: text to the Post entity.

8. Commit the changes by selecting Team > Commit from the application toolbar.
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9. Let's inform the post creator about the design correction. Click on the Click here to reply field at

the bottom of the PostMania Topic Pane and enter: Design corrected. Database schema will be
updated shortly.

4 Column missing in the Post table Bgy

There should be an attribute for
storing the post content. Please
correct the design and the
schema.

® ance G}

Toe
Andrew x|,

Design corrected. Database schema will be
updated shorﬂy.|

Follow

10. Click Post. If you switch back to the original working environment, you should see the reply
under the post, as shown in the screen below.

cMs i
. i Mermbrer Y 4 Column missing in the Post table B
|£| Uid iny10) P .

- g e 0 H There should be an attrbute for

(] -+ H storng the post contant. Please

" cofrect the design and the
» = g - N schema.
" Post g
| int{11) Commant ®

St ™ Authadd ini10) ] in(11)

3o i) o (7] tite vaschar@s5) [ B o Ty postdinift1) o J. Database sch a
=i varchar(25 datoPublished  date  Authodd esign comected. Database schema w
=l SN % = — % H_ LT0) be updated shortly.
= - [ content  varcharzss) [

) - -+ - ‘!- I:B
f :

i |
=
=
-
-
Foldow
v J< >

https://lwww.visual-paradigm.com/tutorials/communicate-software-design.jsp Page 9 of 10



Visual Paradigm Tutorial
Communicate Software Design using PostMania

Resources
1. Content Management System.vpp

Related Links
. Visual Paradigm User's Guide - PostMania

. Tutorial - How to Share and Review Process Design Online

. What is Entity Relationship Diagram (ERD)?
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Visual Paradigm home page
(https://www.visual-paradigm.com/)

Visual Paradigm tutorials
(https://www.visual-paradigm.com/tutorials/)

https://lwww.visual-paradigm.com/tutorials/communicate-software-design.jsp Page 10 of 10


https://cdn-images.visual-paradigm.com/tutorials/communicatesoftwaredesign_screenshots/resources/Content Management System.vpp
https://www.visual-paradigm.com/support/documents/teamcollaborationguide/2415_postmania.html
https://www.visual-paradigm.com/tutorials/share-and-review-process-design-online/
https://www.visual-paradigm.com/guide/data-modeling/what-is-entity-relationship-diagram/
https://www.visual-paradigm.com/
https://www.visual-paradigm.com/
https://www.visual-paradigm.com/tutorials/
https://www.visual-paradigm.com/tutorials/

